
AP English Language and Composition: Summer Reading 2018 
 
A variety of wonderful summer reading selections follow: two novels, and an essay. As our 
course this year is a blending of the best in American and British literature, the selections below 
are well-loved representative works. All materials are available from your local library, area 
bookstores, as well as online booksellers. 
 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. 
Considered Fitzgerald’s masterpiece, it is the “quintessential novel of the Jazz Age…The story 
of the mysterious Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan … is a tale of 
America in the 1920’s.”  (amazon.com) 
 
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein.  
In Shelley’s classic gothic tale, subjects raised include the pursuit of knowledge, society’s ability 
to corrupt goodness, love, revenge, and personal responsibility. Take note of the novel’s 
epistolary structure, a common technique in early British novels. (This novel is subtitled The 
Modern Prometheus. Before reading the novel, read the Greek myth of Prometheus, which is on 
many websites.) 
 
Essay:  
Tan, Amy. “Mother Tongue.” In this essay, Tan describes the variety of “Englishes” she uses. 
This essay is available on many websites, including  
http://the 
essayexperiencefall2013.qwriting.qc.cuny.edu/files/2013/09/Mother-Tongue-by-Tan.pdf. 
 
Written Assignments: Due on the first day of school: 
 
1.Short Response:  
After reading “Mother Tongue,” respond to the following in a one page response. What 
“Englishes” do you use? Consider how your use of language, either spoken or written, changes 
depending on the audience and circumstances. Describe two different ways you use language and 
the meaning of those differences using specific examples. Explain why each  English” is 
appropriate for each audience and purpose.  
 
2. Personal Response:  
Write a 1 ½ -2 page response on Frankenstein or The Great Gatsby. Use the first person (I 
observed, I disliked,etc…) Write about any aspect of the novel (a character, a specific passage, 
surprises, etc.) Regardless of what you write about, a good personal response will focus on 
specific textual support demonstrating how the novel resonated with you. Be sure to include the 
author, title, genre and a brief summary of the novel to begin your response. 
 
All written work must be your original work, must be typed, double-spaced, using font size 
12. Submit a hard copy. It is best to complete the written assignments right after you finish 
your reading.  Due: First day of class.  
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3. Vocabulary: 
A strong vocabulary denotes a well-educated person. Exemplary vocabulary will also enhance 
your writing, as well as lead to success on your AP exam and SAT’s. Choose 10  vocabulary 
words from both Shelley’s and Fitzgerald’s novels. On an index card, handwrite each 
vocabulary word. On the back, write the part of speech and its definition as used in the context of 
the novel. Review the words regularly.  A vocabulary test will be scheduled for the first full 
week of school. Due: First day of class. 
 
Films, Sparknotes, online notes, and resources, etc. are unacceptable substitutes for reading the 
selections. Consulting any outside sources for written work will also result in penalties, including 
earning no credit for the assignment. “We regret having to underscore this, but plagiarism is 
anathema. It is stealing. Don’t even consider it.” (Mrs. Skoog)  
 
Begin your reading early so that you can read at a leisurely pace and truly enjoy each selection. 
Annotate or use post-it notes, or mark passages in your books to highlight aspects of the works 
that interest you. Keep notes on each work. 
 
You will be tested on these works most likely during the second week of school. In addition, all 
written responses will be graded.  
 
Happy reading! 
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