
English 12 
Summer Reading 2018 

 
Welcome to English 12 

 
This summer you will be reading a fiction novel, a nonfiction novel and the school wide summer 
selection. Please annotate as you read. What questions do you have as you read? Write those down 
with any thoughts you have as you read. The books are available at local bookstores, online or at 
your local library. Digital books may also be read. When Schoology opens, there will be discussion 
questions to complete. If you have any questions, please email me: mhutton@nardin.org  
 
You will be experiencing the words of Jesmyn Ward, author of Sing Unburied Sing on the evening 
of Thursday, Nov. 15th at Kleinhans Music Hall. Attendance is mandatory. Nardin has generously 
defrayed your cost to $5.00.  
 

Sing Unburied Sing  by Jesmyn Ward 
Annotate and take notes as you read. These notes will be used to write an extensive 

literary analysis in September, including the author’s use of literary devices such as symbolism, 
figurative language (metaphors, similes, etc), sensory imagery (visual as well as the other physical 
senses), character foils, parallel plotlines, and so on to convey plot, character, and theme 
development. The grading rubric will be on Schoology.  
 

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore 
Complete the discussion questions. Submit them on Schoology by September 7, 2018. 

These discussion questions will be used for an in class Harkness discussion, and each student will 
earn points for participating in the discussion.  

1. Do you believe, to an extent, other people’s decisions determine our destiny and fate throughout life?  
1. What ultimately changed the author’s life, from being a troublemaker to one of the highest ranked 

sergeants in military school? Was this an internal or external effector? 
2. Does not having a father impact a) the choices both Weses made, and b) the mothers’ styles of raising 

their children?  
3. How significantly does our social environment affect our choices? 
4. Do your actions and judgment affect how people carry on with their lives? How so? 
5. Discuss the relationship between education and poverty. In your discussion, consider the education 

levels of both Weses’ mothers, how far each man got in his education, the opportunities they gained or 
lost as a result of their education, and their reasons for continuing or discontinuing their studies.  

 
Please read the school-wide selection as well. 
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