
Hi everyone- 
 
We hope you all wrapped up exams with panache and are loving summer!  
 
You are getting this because you are enrolled in either Mrs. O’Donnell or Mrs. Robertson's AP classes. 
This assignment is for you to begin as soon as possible. Get your chapter reading done, and then enjoy 
these books and films and the following project...you will be surprised at how awesome they are! Start as soon 
as you can; as will be true with all work throughout the year in this rigorous AP class, waiting until the 
last minute will both be at the detriment of what you get out of the class, and your grade. 
 
Once Schoology is up and running with our classes, we will post the assignment there as well so check back in 
August at some point. Please email your teacher, with any questions you have on the summer assignment; if 
we do not get back to you immediately it's because we have a life over the summer too, but we will as soon as 
we can. Enjoy this beautiful summer and time off, and see you in September. - Mrs. Robertson and Mrs. 
O’Donnell. 
 
 
AP U.S. SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 
Please read the summer assignment instructions below and complete all. Purchase of book, its reading, three 
chapter essays (that should all be well-organized, intro and conclusion, thesis driven essays) and book/film 
project are all due the Friday of the first week of school, Friday September 7th. Complete beforehand and 
use those first few days of school to clear up any questions, etc. (reading is not to be done right before the due 
date…it will show). 
 
1. Get the 2016 edition (not other editions) of United States History: Preparing for the Advanced 
Placement Examination by John J. Newman. You should already be receiving this through school. It is on 
your list for the class. 
 
 
2. Read chapters 1-4 of the book in totality. 
 
 
3. Write the following essays, each one three pages max; do not get weird with margins, Times New 
Roman, doubled spaced, 1 inch: 
 
Chapter I essay: Compare the and contrast the role of religion in the founding of the Spanish colonies in the 
16th century with that of the English colonies in the 17th century. 
 
Chapter II essay: Analyze the impact of geography and the environment on the development of at least two 
different regions of the English colonies along the Atlantic coast in the 17th and 18th centuries 
 
Chapter III essay: Analyze the influence of TWO of the following on the development of a democratic society 
in the English colonies society during the period from 1607 -1745 
 
* Bacon's Rebellion 
* Enlightenment 
* Great Awakening 
* Zenger Case 
 
 
4. Please choose one of the following book and movie pairings that depict American History up to 1900 (note: 
some are rated R films and contain mature content; if you/your family are uncomfortable with this, there are 
plenty of lower rated films to choose from). Read both the book and watch the film in its entirety (best bet is 
checking both out at the library, or OnDemand, Netflix for the films, etc.). If you have already read/watched any 
of the book/films, please refresh and read/watch them again, but at best, pick something new! After you 
read/watch, complete a poster board project. This project should include the following: 
 
- one large poster board, well-designed and aesthetically pleasing, with still images from the film/book 



illustrations, covers, memorabilia, designs from the book and film (be creative). 
 
- two iconic quotes - one from the film and one from the movie, written out largely with a paragraph each 
underneath (5-7 sentences) explaining why the quote frames the book/film as a whole and speaks to what 
the book/film is all about (the paragraphs can be typed and glued in). 
 
- a one to two page paper (can be stapled right to the posterboard) that highlights ONE of the following new 
themes of the AP U.S. redesign and connects it meaningfully—using quotes, details and 
specific examples/scenes from both the book and film...to demonstrate that you've read and watched!!!—to the 
stories, people, plot in the book and film. The themes to choose from are: 
 
Identity 
Migration and peopling 
Work, exchange and technology 
Politics and power 
Environment and geography 
America in the world 
Ideas, beliefs and cultures 
 
 
Your choices for the book/film pairing are the following; choose one pairing: 
 
 
Early settlement: 
 
Of Plymouth Plantation, by William Bradford = The Crucible, directed by N. Hytner 
 
The Deerslayer, by James Fenimore Cooper = The Last of the Mohicans, dir. M. Mann (R) 
 
Moby Dick, by Herman Melville = A Perfect Storm, dir. by Wolfgang Peterson (modern-day depiction but draws 
from earlier northern market economies) 
 
 
 
The Civil War: 
 
The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara = Gone With the Wind, dir. V. Fleming 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe = Lincoln, dir. S. Spielberg, OR 12 Years a Slave, dir. Steve 
McQueen (R) 
 
 
 
Infringed groups: 
 
“Ain’t I A Woman” by Sojourner Truth (the speech/pamphlet, not the book of the same title) = Iron-Jawed 
Angels, dir. Katja von Garnier 
 
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown = Dances with Wolves, dir. K.Costner 
 
 
 
America’s Cities/Immigration: 
 
How the Other Half Lives by Jacob Riis = Gangs of New York, dir. M. Scorsese (R) OR Hester Street, dir. Joan 
Micklin Silver  
 
 
*note: you may want to choose what falls into your favorite topic or a topic you don’t know much about; watch 



some trailers, do some research and choose, it’s your call! Enjoy the exploration! And email with any 
questions.  
	


